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Running Effective Meetings   Wednesday 30 March, 10am – 1.00pm.
Enhancing skills for running meetings more effectively.  Community Action Derby, 4 Charnwood St, Derby, DE1 2GT. Book by Friday 25 March -  training@communityactionderby.org.uk or tel Liz on 01332 342272 

Living with Children and Teenagers: 

Parenting Skills Course Programme & Training Opportunities  April – July 2011
Any parent/carer living or working in Derbyshire can access one of these fre courses run by Derbyshire Community Health Services.  More information can be found at http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/training#T 
Introduction to Using the Internet Tasters
Amber Valley CVS and Disability Derbyshire are working together to enable voluntary groups to find out the benefits of using the Internet.   The courses will consist of 3 – 1 ½ hour sessions during a week over 3 days from 10.30 to 12 noon.  Courses from 21 March to 20 June 2011.  Further details at http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/training#int or contact Julia on 01773 740246 or Angela on 01773 512076.
Free Disability Inclusion Training 
Offered by Umbrella, DASG, Fairplay and Buxton Volunteer Centre.  Do you want to learn more about Disability?  Would you like to learn more about including disabled children and young people in your group?  Venue and time to suit. If you would like more information contact Umbrella Volunteer Services tel: 01332 204434 and speak to Joanne or Christine / email: volunteers@umbrella.uk.net 

Making the most of your volunteers: How to make the most of the time, skills and experience of your volunteers  Wednesday 13 April 2011, 9:45am-3:30pm 
At Church Links, St Matthew’s Centre, St Matthew’s Close, Church Hill, Walsall, WS1 3DG Cost: £20/person, including lunch.  Further details can be found at http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/getting-involved/volunteering#opportunities or book at Church Links tel: 01922 722 062 
Eco Teams Training Events in Derbyshire   Tuesdays 22 March: 7pm to 9pm; Saturday 26 March: 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturday 26 March: 1.30pm to 4pm. 
Derbyshire County Council is offering a free 2 hour workshop on becoming an EcoTeam leader at County Hall, Matlock. Learn how to help your church to save money and reducing their environmental impact by energy saving, reducing waste etc.  For more details see http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/environment/whats-happening 
Measuring real success in your community work: Statistics, anecdotes and transformation   7 April 2011, 9.45am - 3:30pm St George’s Church Centre, Great George Street, Leeds LS1 3BR.  

This day will help you…Assess and measure whether your community project is being as effective as it could be; Communicate more effectively and authentically the success of your project to stakeholders and funders; Grow in confidence about the overall effectiveness of your community work.  More details at http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/training#m  


Amber Valley Funding Event     Thursday 21 April, 3.15pm – 6.15pm
Belper Town Football Club, Nailers Bar, Bridge Street, Belper, DE56 1BA. National and Local funders including Lloyds TSB, Big Lottery, Derbyshire Community Foundation, Amber Valley Housing Ltd, Children in Need, Derbyshire Environmental Trust, Amber Valley Borough Council, Amber Valley CVS. If you need a 15 minute appointment with a funder phone Angela Quinn on 01773 512076.

Caring in Derby Exhibition 2011  Thursday 12 May to Saturday 14 May inclusive
The United Reformed Church in Derby (DE1 1JW) invite voluntary and community organisations to a FREE event designed to help attract potential volunteers and service users.  To express an interest in taking part in the exhibition email: admin@centralurcderby.org. For more information go to http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/do-you-look-after-someone#c 
The Big Response   Wednesday 18 May 9.30 -12.00 
At the Riverside Centre, Pride Park, Derby.  As a result of the conference held last year to think about the churches response to the Big Society Derby City Churches are holding this event in order that we can plan mission both strategically, collaboratively and prayerfully.  For further details please see: http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/big-society/training#BR or tel Joy Bates: 01332 388686
Super Sunday: 15 May from 11am – 4pm  Lea Green in Matlock
A full day of fun, activities, entertainment and information for the whole family run by Aiming High for Disabled Children.  To book tel: 01629 539132.
The Big Society and the Church: Theology, Policy and Practice  Thursday 19 May (10am for 10.30 – 3.30pm).  St Ann with Emmanuel Church, Nottingham, NG3 4EY.  To book contact Catriona Gundlach on 01636 817232.  Further details:  http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/big-society/training#C.

SUSA roadshow tour Do you dare to be a Daniel?  Sat 11 June  Birmingham City Church
Leading speakers will share their testimony of how Gods people can be salt in light in the public square, then there is a chance to ask them questions. Further details http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/events#susa 

Publicise your event – fun day, holiday club or family friendly activity to the ‘What’s on’ pages on Net Mums website see: http://www.netmums.com/whatson/ 
Practical Impact 2011  Wednesday 6 April, 10.30am (reg.10.00am) – 4.00pm

Conference for churches and projects tackling poverty in their communities. Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London, NW1 2BJ. £25 (travel bursaries available)  Further details at website:

www.practicalimpact2011eventbrite.com or contact Dan Chapman at Church Urban Fund, tel: 020 7898 1652


From Community Development Foundation  

What makes people volunteer for public roles?  New research looking at the impact of the recession and how it affects community cohesion and community empowerment.  For more details and to download see  http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/getting-involved/volunteering#CDF 
Policy update: This update summarises the key announcements coming out of government that are relevant to community development and the voluntary and community sector (VCS).  For more details and to download see http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/getting-involved/volunteering#CDF 
Enterprise Clubs
Aim to support the development of a network of locally led, community based clubs. For more details see http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/resources/schemes#E 

The Rural Big Society 

ResPublica and the Commission for Rural Communities (CRC) published a briefing paper making a series of recommendations for action.  More information and a douwnloadable version can be found at http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/rural-issues#rbs 

Rural Coalition (14 member organisation including Arthur Rank Centre) 

See their response to the Localism Bill and also their report ‘Rural Challenge’ at:

http://www.acre.org.uk/our-work/the-rural-coalition/index  

Useful Big Society links

The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy has produced a short document outlining what the Big Society is about, what the localism bill is about and what commissioning might look like.. If you want to get to the heart of these three significant government initiatives then download a copy at: http://www.cipfa.org.uk/panels/charity/publications.cfm CIPFA also has a ‘Big Society’ website at: http://www.cipfa.org.uk/bigsociety/ 
Disability Direct’s Enable Project 

Do you have young disabled people in your congregation?  Do they know about www.thestuff.org.uk?  The Stuff is the website of Disability Direct’s project for 16-25 year old disabled people in Derby and Derbyshire. 
“How-to” guide micro-volunteering platform launched
E-learning charity KnowHow Non Profit has launched an online micro-volunteering platform, providing free ‘how-to’ guides, which allow the Voluntary and Community Sector to share knowledge by writing guides or learning from guides contributed by others. Further information at http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/getting-involved/volunteering#opportunities 

Derbyshire Unemployed Workers Centre 
Grant cut in their own words.  http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/resources#DUWC 
First Steps Derbyshire   29 March 2011 
First Steps will be holding the first new support group for people with eating disorders at the University of Derby, Buxton. The group will be held on the last Tuesday of every month from 6.30pm -8.00pm @The Boiler House. The group is open to all University and Buxton College students and will be facilitated by Debbie.  First Steps Derbyshire website: http://www.firststepsderby.co.uk/ Tel: 01332 367571

The Bible and politics - in six bite-size studies

What does the Bible have to say about politics? SUSA has published a series of 6 short studies by Andrew Goddard illustrating the breadth of biblical insight in this area. Download at http://www.susa.info/resources/bible-politics 
Community Mission Training Calendar
http://www.communitymission.org.uk/training_events/events_calendar/default.aspx gives a list of all their training on offer.
Fear and HOPE Report 
Published by Searchlight Educational Trust.  The report explores the issues of English identity and race in England. It reveals that there is a deep resentment to immigration, as well as scepticism towards multiculturalism.  For more information and access to the report please see http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/resources. 
Monitoring and evaluation on a shoestring – Free download from the Charities Evaluation Services (CES) weblink:  http://www.ces-vol.org.uk/index.cfm?pg=763 


Consultation to introduce a Community Right to Challenge

This consultation sets out the provisions being made by Government in the Localism Bill to introduce a Community Right to Challenge.  Your comments are sought on the detail of how the Right will work in practice and your views on what type of support and guidance should be provided.  Go to www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/righttochallengeconsultation
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Weep with those who weep


In January when I was in the Holy Land we visited the Mount of Olives and looked over Jerusalem from the church of Dominus Flevit (the cry of the Lord).  This was on the spot where Jesus looked over Jerusalem and wept as he foresaw the damage that was to be inflicted on the city.


When considering what to write about the cuts to local services this experience kept coming back to me and I wonder what it might be like in 6 or 12 months time when we look at how Derbyshire is coping with the reductions in funding.


Local Authorities in Derbyshire are looking to reduce spending by over £50 million. The fact that these cuts will affect local services cannot be in dispute.  


For example Derbyshire County Council’s cuts to Children & Younger Adults will affect the Youth Service (£1 million + cut) and Social Care (£1.7 million cut), the cuts to Environmental Services will see reductions in the subsidised bus network and the removal of rail fare concessions.  Meanwhile the cuts to Adult Care will see, for the first time, Derbyshire County Council looking for contributions to a person’s personal care.  Those in receipt of Disability Living Allowance [middle rate] or Attendance Allowance will be required to pay half of their care allowance [£23.90 per week] towards their care package [the Council hope to raise £7 million in this way] and in addition the Welfare Rights service has suffered a substantial cut [£3 million] and will concentrate largely on those requiring care services.


If these cuts don’t affect you then they will affect someone you know or someone nearby.


If we as a society decided to ignore these changes then when we look at Derbyshire in 6 or 12 months time then we too may well weep!  We all do, though, have a responsibility to our friends and neighbours the question is will we take up the challenge?


Traditionally the Churches and Community and Voluntary sector do provide an invaluable service to our local communities but they have also been subject to funding cuts and as a result will have to target their services.


So how can we respond? Local people can support what these groups do. Find out from the local CVS which organisations are looking for volunteers.  Faith groups have numerous ways in which they have an involvement in their communities and could offer appropriate support where necessary.  Anglican parishes – notice what is happening in your community and to the groups supporting local people and explore these gaps as you prepare your Mission Actions Plan.  As individuals we can keep an eye on our neighbours particularly when we know they are vulnerable and assist them in finding the help they need. 


I hope we can look back in 12 months time and be able to say that whatever affect the cuts have had we do have stronger and more supportive communities.


Phil Morris 





Listening Church: Putting life into your mission planning  


Particularly useful for Stage 1 of Mission Action Plans.  Delivered by Faith in Action, Derby Diocesan Mission and Ministry Team and the Church Urban Fund.


13 June, 6.30pm – 9.30pm (Light refreshments available on arrival)


St Giles Church Hall, 209 Village Street, Normanton, Derby, DE23 8DE  or


14 June, 10.30am – 3.00pm (Lunch provided)


Eyam Church Centre, Church Street, Eyam, Hope Valley, Derbyshire S32 5QH


Cost. £5 for the first delegate, £2 for each subsequent delegate from the same church.


Places will be confirmed on receipt of payment.  For further details please see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.faithinderbyshire.org/#L" ��www.faithinderbyshire.org/#L�.  To book go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.derbylistening13june.eventbrite.com" ��www.derbylistening13june.eventbrite.com�  or � HYPERLINK "http://www.derbylistening14june.eventbrite.com" ��www.derbylistening14june.eventbrite.com� or telephone Faith in Action on 01332 388684 








This newsletter is produced by Faith In Action, part of the Derby Diocesan Mission and Ministry Team.  If you would like your name on the mailing list, either electronically or by post, please contact the secretary, Rita Brierley.  Tel: 01332 388684;  fax: 01332 292969; email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:faithinaction@derby.anglican.org" ��faithinaction@derby.anglican.org�; by post: Derby Church House, Full Street, Derby, DE1 3DR.  www.faithinderbyshire.org; www. derby.anglican.org.    There is no charge. 





Community Action Officers:  Joy Bates and Stella Collishaw;   Church and Society Officer:  Richard Jordan.   
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Thank you to our sources:


FbRN,  Community Action Derby, Church Urban Fund, SR Leicester, DCP, Amber Valley CVS, SRO Network, Multi Faith Centre, Jill Hopkinson, South Derbyshire CVS, SUSA, Jill Clark, Jane Winter, DASG, High Peak CVS, VCI Grid, Community Development Foundation, Sharon Lovell, James Kirkpatrick, Hope not Hate, Danielle Sinclair, Marion Farrell, Derek Markie, Livability.








Save the date 9th July 2011 Conference, ‘Dementia: opening the door on small tragedies’ 


Location: Ashbourne, full details to follow. To be added to the mailing list and get first notice of booking opening email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Rita.Brierley@derby.anglican.org" \o "mailto:Rita.Brierley@derby.anglican.org" �Rita.Brierley@derby.anglican.org� or tel: 01332 388684.  This conference is organised by the group who ran one February 2010 Riverside, Derby and is in response to delegate feedback.
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