Weep with those who weep

In January when I was in the Holy Land we visited the Mount of Olives and looked over Jerusalem from the church of Dominus Flevit (the cry of the Lord).  This was on the spot where Jesus looked over Jerusalem and wept as he foresaw the damage that was to be inflicted on the city.

When considering what to write about the cuts to local services this experience kept coming back to me and I wonder what it might be like in 6 or 12 months time when we look at how Derbyshire is coping with the reductions in funding.

Local Authorities in Derbyshire are looking to reduce spending by over £50 million. The fact that these cuts will affect local services cannot be in dispute.  

For example Derbyshire County Council’s cuts to Children & Younger Adults will affect the Youth Service (£1 million + cut) and Social Care (£1.7 million cut), the cuts to Environmental Services will see reductions in the subsidised bus network and the removal of rail fare concessions.  Meanwhile the cuts to Adult Care will see, for the first time, Derbyshire County Council looking for contributions to a person’s personal care.  Those in receipt of Disability Living Allowance [middle rate] or Attendance Allowance will be required to pay half of their care allowance [£23.90 per week] towards their care package [the Council hope to raise £7 million in this way] and in addition the Welfare Rights service has suffered a substantial cut [£3 million] and will concentrate largely on those requiring care services.

If these cuts don’t affect you then they will affect someone you know or someone nearby.

If we as a society decided to ignore these changes then when we look at Derbyshire in 6 or 12 months time then we too may well weep!  We all do, though, have a responsibility to our friends and neighbours the question is will we take up the challenge?

Traditionally the Churches and Community and Voluntary sector do provide an invaluable service to our local communities but they have also been subject to funding cuts and as a result will have to target their services.

So how can we respond? Local people can support what these groups do. Find out from the local CVS which organisations are looking for volunteers.  Faith groups have numerous ways in which they have an involvement in their communities and could offer appropriate support where necessary.  Anglican parishes – notice what is happening in your community and to the groups supporting local people and explore these gaps as you prepare your Mission Actions Plan.  As individuals we can keep an eye on our neighbours particularly when we know they are vulnerable and assist them in finding the help they need. 

I hope we can look back in 12 months time and be able to say that whatever affect the cuts have had we do have stronger and more supportive communities.

Phil Morris 
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