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Extract from Rhubarb Farm News, Hardwick Street, Langwith, NG20 9DR

Rhubarb Farm will be holding meetings about the planned veg box scheme for residents living within 10 miles of Rhubarb Farm on 1st February 7-8pm in Longwillows Institute, Whaley Thorns and 8th February 1-2pm in Community Voluntary Partners Office,  Oxcroft Lane (opposite Sherwood Lodge). Rhubarb Farm will be running a weekly collection point for the Two Shires Credit Union from the end of January.  Tel. 01623-741-210/07527-929-592 Email:  emma@rhubarbfarm.co.uk;    www.rhubarbfarm.co.uk
Derbyshire Oil Buying Scheme: Rural Action Derbyshire. Free membership offer
Rural Action Derbyshire has recently set up a scheme to use collective purchasing to reduce the cost of fuel prices. This is a scheme aimed at people who use Kerosene (heating oil) to heat their homes. Membership to the scheme is open to all oil users in Derby and Derbyshire.  The membership fee for a household is £20 per year.   More information on www.ruralactionderbyshire.org.uk/oil or tel: 01629 821927. Under the Warm Homes Healthy People fund 400 people can receive free membership for one year.   The definition of vulnerable people is quite wide.   For free membership sign up by March 2012.   
Food Banks/Schemes in Derbyshire
As part of a campaign that seeks to tackle the impact of fuel poverty, Advice Derbyshire have developed an online database of food banks and schemes operating across Derbyshire. To view the resource please click  http://www.advicederbyshire.org/foodbanks.asp?lat=53.1129717&lng=-1.3981406000000333&address=de55&ou=&gp=&ki=&mo=&within=10&dis=&par=&lang=
Shrinking the Footprint Energy audit

A system called ‘sMeasure’, which allows parishes to input meter readings and gain advice on increasing their energy efficiency.  Go to www.smeasure.com and enter the code ‘cofemeasure’ for one year’s free subscription. 


Amber Valley CVS Funding Event    Wednesday 29 February 2012  3.15pm – 6.15pm 
Amber Valley Rugby Club, Somercotes, Alfreton, Derbyshire, DE55 4PD.  Meet National & Local funders.  For information tel Angela Quinn or Vicki Harding Amber Valley CVS on 01773 512076. 
John Ellerman Foundation 

The John Ellerman Foundation supports:  Health and disability; Social welfare; Arts and heritage; Conservation; Overseas.  The minimum grant available is £10,000. You must be a registered charity. Guidance can be found on http://www.ellerman.org.uk/ or tel 0207 930 8566. 

Nationwide - Money Matters, Homes Matter, Families Matter 

Nationwide makes grants to registered charities that offer financial and/or housing related support to 1) Survivors of domestic abuse; 2) Older people. For more information on the funding criteria/guidelines visit http://www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk/grants.asp  or tel 01793 655113.


Suicide Awareness Training: Thursday 9 Feb (Swadlincote), Tuesday 14 Feb (Chesterfield)

Free, half day basic training from the Suicide Awareness Training Project see: http://www.sapt.info/ or tel 01629 821921 to book. Full details given on booking. 
Exercising Senior Christian Leadership in a Multi Faith Society  Wednesday 15 February
One-day course for senior leaders of all denominations at St Philip’s Centre Leicester. Contact kanta@stphilipscentre.co.uk.  
Charity Law and how it effects your group   Thursday 23 February   10am -1pm

Tutor: Nick Meakin.  Venue: The Granville Centre, Granville Ave, Long Eaton, NG10 4HD. To book your place tel Lee on 0115 9466740 or email lee@erewashcvs.org.uk 

Derby City Council Child Poverty Workshop    Thursday 8 March   10am - 2 pm   The Quad, Derby

Information / booking contact Jacky Chan, Policy Officer at Derby City Council: jacky.chan@derby.gov.uk.  Telephone: 01332 643476, Minicom: 01332 25666.

Buildings for Mission - A Practical Training Day - York, Tuesday 20 March Cost £10.
“Buildings for Mission?” is a practical training day for Clergy and Lay Leaders organised by the Diocese of York, Christianity & Culture, English Heritage and the Cathedral & Church Buildings Division.    Enquiries (01904 328095) www.churchcare.co.uk/pdf_view.php?id=262
A Free Course of Eight 2.5 Hour Sessions About Getting the Best From Your Teenagers 
Meet with other parents/carers to look at the ups and downs of living with teenagers.   Contact the Living With Children/Teenagers Team, Derbyshire Community Health Services on 01246 514977 or 514978.   
Free First Aid Sessions from the British Red Cross  Everyday First Aid
In just a couple of hours, learners can become life-savers.  Sessions can be delivered to groups of 8 to 20 people. Sessions are free of charge; a donation to support the work of the Red Cross is welcome.  Contact Deborah Webster on (01629) 593335 or email: dwebster@redcross.org.uk 

Financial Inclusion Derbyshire Conference 20 + 26 January 2012 in Darley Dale and Ripley

These conferences are free repeat events celebrating what has been done but also looking forward strategically with delegates from statutory and third sectors. To book contact Frances Rostron at f.rostron@ruralactionderbyshire.org.uk or tel 01629 821929. Space is limited. See webpage: http://www.derbyshirercc.org.uk/financial-inclusion-derbyshire-conferences.html 
Holocaust Memorial Day    Friday 27 January     4:00pm to 6:00pm
This year's theme 'Speak Up, Speak Out'  asks us to think about the responsibility and obligation we all have to speak up when we see or hear something which we believe to be wrong or when other people suffer. It challenges us to learn about what happens when we don't use our voice and what can happen when we do Speak Out.  http://www.artsderbyshire.org.uk/whats_on/speak_up_speak_out/default.asp 
Big Response Conference, Tuesday 28 February     9.30am – 4.00pm

Conference jointly organised by Derby Diocese, Derby City Vision, Multi Faith Centre and Derby City Council and held at New Life Christian Centre.  Speaker – Malcolm Duncan, Founder of Church and Community.  Big Society – a theological and historical conversation; Local Focus – social deprivation in Derby; Big Idea – charting the future.  For church leaders, social activists, faith organisations, local authority, local politicians and charity workers.  Cost £9.00 (includes lunch).   To book email office@derbycitymission.org.uk or tel: 01332 460346

Derbyshire Dales CVS Networking Event    Tuesday 28 February    10am -12.30pm
Hartington Village Hall, Hartington. A chance to meet local voluntary groups and learn about their work.  DDCVS staff will be at the venue from 9.15am. Tel: 01629 812154. 
Open and Sustainable Churches Event - Stoke, Friday 16 March 
Subtitled ‘The Urban Church and Social Action’, this one day event will enable attendees to discuss how churches can work more closely with local authorities, explore the localism agenda and find out about licences, leases and the law. The day will also include a keynote speech from MP and historian Tristram Hunt and four workshops. For a draft agenda email ben.greener@churchofengland.org for more details.

Community Organisers
One of the core elements of the Big Society programme is to develop Community Organisers. Training of these Community organisers / animators is managed nationally by Locality (The recently merged Development Trust Association and BASSAC).  To find out more, to train, or to host community organisers see http://locality.org.uk/projects/community-organisers/ 

Marriage Week

7-14th February is Marriage Week go to this website for ideas and events near you / to register your event http://marriage-week.org.uk/ 
Statement from C of E on the report of the Commission for Assisted Dying

http://www.churchofengland.org/media-centre/news/2012/01/statement-on-the-report-of-the-commission-for-assisted-dying.aspx 

Are you a Church in High Peak interested in environmental and sustainable living?

High Peak and Staffordshire Moorlands CVSs, propose to submit an expression of interest to the Big Lottery Fund's ‘Communities Living Sustainably’ programme focussed on: Mitigation activities - those focused on changing behaviours to reduce the impact of climate change / Adaptation activities - those that allow communities and individuals to cope better with the impact of climate change.  If you would like to contribute to the discussion there is a workshop, 2- 4pm on  Wednesday 25 Jan, in the Octagon Lounge at the Pavilion Gardens in Buxton. To get full advance information contact Esther Jones Sustainable Development Adviser High Peak CVS Tel No: 01663 736 429 Mobile: 07766 753 779; www.highpeakcvs.org.uk
Social Responsibility Network Conference: A Good Society? 

Talks from this event held in Bristol last month are available to listen to for free at:- http://www.srnet.org.uk/Bristol2011-recordings.html with the exception of Ann Morisy’s talk. Ann gave a lively talk around themes from her latest publication ’Borrowing against the Future. A faith-based approach to intergenerational equity.’
Localism - What Does It Mean For Your Church?

On 15 November the Localism Bill became an Act. The Government hope it will devolve greater powers to councils and neighbourhoods and give local communities more control over local decisions. You can read more about the Act at www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted or from the Dept for Communities and Local Government, ISBN 978 1 4098 3225-6. But what does Localism mean for church buildings?  Lots of our recent work could be seen as ‘localist’, like the partnerships we’ve created between churches and the Post Office, or the advice we offer on developing community resources like shops and crèches. You can see more examples at www.churchcare.co.uk/develop.php?F, or, for more information, email ben.greener@churchofengland.org
Carers Voice 
A new project that will give Carers the opportunity to speak out about the things that affect them and to share their experiences. Carers support services in Derbyshire are really eager to hear from Carers who use their services and would like to know directly how they can improve these services. In January 2012 they will start holding area meetings. If you are a Carer and would like more information on becoming a Carers Voice Member please tel Helen Weston on 01629 812132 or email: helen.weston@derbyshirecarers.co.uk
Domestic Abuse

If you suspect someone is experiencing domestic abuse tel 0800 555111 or go to www.crimestoppers-uk.org.
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The Bigger Picture





Most of us will have seen tents around St Paul’s, London on our television screens over the last few months and I suppose that between us we probably cover a range of opinions about the ‘Occupy Movement’ and the presence of the protesters there.





On 5 January 2012 Reverend Canon Dr.Giles Fraser appeared on BBC - ‘Newsnight’ in conversation with Jeremy Paxman. Canon Fraser had found it necessary to resign his post at St Paul’s due to differences of opinion from within the Cathedral on how it should be handled. His conviction is that the protesters should not be forcefully removed and that they have the right to peacefully protest. He also believes that the practical problems of their presence have been overstated and that they would probably have gone by now if the City of London had not taken legal action. Most of all, Canon Fraser believes that it is very important for us to see the bigger picture in the situation and recognise that the protesters have raised important issues. They are basically asking “what is the nature of ethical capitalism?  Is it possible for us to have a version of capitalism which works for a greater number of people?”  


The protesters have been criticised for not having neat answers to the questions but, as was pointed out, neither have distinguished merchant bankers or government departments. Not having the answers does not diminish the need to ask the questions.





Canon Fraser pointed out that economics used to be part of ethics but has become something technical which most of us don’t understand and so we can easily become distanced from it and feel powerless in the face of things which seem to be beyond us.  The Bible is concerned with economic justice and treats it as a moral issue. Jesus did not treat the issue of money as something which was separate from ethical and godly living. Christians also need to engage with the fact that the way in which wealth is both created and distributed is a moral and spiritual issue. How do we re-engage with this discussion and how does it affect the way in which we live as an organisation and as individuals? 





When Jeremy Paxman asked questions about how much revenue the Cathedral had lost due to the protest and how much it spent on upkeep Canon Fraser answered by pointing out that the key issue was a theological one. It’s not about money but about what we stand for as a church. Whilst recognising the tensions, we need to distinguish between the needs of a church (particularly upkeep of buildings) and the church as an organisation which spreads the gospel; asking ourselves the question “what are the reasons for which the church was started or built?” 





We may not have protesters camping outside our churches but we still need to see the bigger picture and ask ourselves the same questions about our existence. Indeed if Christianity is a form of rebellion against things which spoil God’s Kingdom, then should we not become the protesters? 





Much of this article has come from the BBC interview which can be seen in full on � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-16420184" ��www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-16420184�


The New Economics Foundation produce interesting resources and articles � HYPERLINK "http://www.neweconomics.org" ��www.neweconomics.org� 


The Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, January 2012  Newsletter has a short article called “Searching for a new financial and economic architecture” at � HYPERLINK "http://www.churches-together.net/Groups/44168/Churches_Together_in/News_Events/CT_E_NEWS/CT_E_NEWS.aspx" ��www.churches-together.net/Groups/44168/Churches_Together_in/News_Events/CT_E_NEWS/CT_E_NEWS.aspx�





						Joy Bates, Community Action Officer











Training event Dementia: opening the door to small tragedies: training brought to you by the mental health steering group in association with Derby Diocese Mission and Ministry Team.


Wednesday 29 February 2012, Bakewell Agricultural Centre, 10am - lunch


Each delegate can attend both Workshops:-


1. Vulnerability – using a case study example with Rev Karen Padley and Julian Hodgson.


2. Celebrating Spirituality in Dementia Care with Lorraine Turner and Laura Critchlow, Newholme Hospital. 


To book / contact tel 01332 388684 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:faithinaction@derby.anglican.org" \o "mailto:faithinaction@derby.anglican.org" �faithinaction@derby.anglican.org� with your contact details, church, any church role, access needs and dietary needs. Cost £10 (payable to DDBF) which includes parking and lunch.


This event includes a workshop that was planned for but didn’t run at the conference last July and another which was oversubscribed because it was extremely popular. Materials collated for the July conference will be available at this event including remaining CDs of the Keynote speakers. Other material is still available at � HYPERLINK "http://faithinderbyshire.org/mental-health" \o "http://faithinderbyshire.org/mental-health" �http://faithinderbyshire.org/mental-health� or ask when you book.


Steering group members will be available at this event. We hope to discuss your related training interests and are especially keen to hear how the training and conference may have influenced your community ministry and mission activity in and around Derbyshire.








This newsletter is produced by Faith In Action, part of the Derby Diocesan Mission and Ministry Team.  If you would like your name on the mailing list, either electronically or by post, please contact the secretary, Rita Brierley.  Tel: 01332 388684;  fax: 01332 292969; email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:faithinaction@derby.anglican.org" ��faithinaction@derby.anglican.org�; by post: Derby Church House, Full Street, Derby, DE1 3DR.  www.faithinderbyshire.org; www. derby.anglican.org.    There is no charge. 





Community Action Officers:  Joy Bates and Stella Collishaw
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Thank you to our sources:


Derek Markie, Sylvia Green, Esther Jones, Jill Hopkinson, Enver Solomon, Clinks, Jackie Willis, Kerrie Fletcher, South Derbyshire CVS, Jennie Street, Bible Society, Erewash CVS, Community Action Derby, One EM, Church Care, St John’s Nottingham, South Derbyshire CVS, Amber Valley CVS, Derby City and Neighbourhood Partnerships.
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