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People's Postcode Trust   closing date for the next round is 24 February
The trust distributes funds to small organisations, community groups and registered charities.  Funding is available for three month long projects ranging from £500 up to £10,000.  Funding will be awarded to projects with one or more of the following aims: Prevent poverty; Promote, maintain, improve and advance health; Advance citizenship or community development; Advance public participation in sport; Promote, improve and advance human rights, conflict resolution or reconciliation; Promote and advance environmental protection or improvement.  For further information http://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/ or tel 0131 555 7287. 
A B Charitable Trust   deadline for applications is 9 March
The trust is particularly interested in charities that work with vulnerable, marginalised and excluded people in society with a focus on:  Refugees and victims of torture; Prisoners; Older people; People with mental health problems. Further information at http://www.abcharitabletrust.org.uk/ or tel 0207 313 8070
The Big Tree Plant Fund  deadline for applications 14 March 
£4m scheme to support community and civic groups or other non-profit organisations to establish community-led tree planting projects that are open to everyone or where local people will benefit from them. Landowners must give permission and support the project and there must be a plan to care for trees after they are planted. More information tel 0800 8567984; www.defra.gov.uk/bigtreeplant/funding/.

Porticus UK

Provides grants to charities that work to end poverty and disadvantage in the UK. Its values and roots are in the Catholic Church but it accepts applications from projects that have a different faith expression or none. Its four priority areas are: strengthening family relationships, enriching education, church and faith, and ethics in practice. There are no application deadlines or maximum funding amounts. Funding can be used for core or project costs, including salaries and overheads but not buildings or equipment. Tel: 020 7024 3503 http://www.porticusuk.com/index.php?dm_i=3MG,OV2Y,7H5L8,20847,1 
Community Action Grant
Grants of up to £1,000 are available to small not-for-profit groups and organisations to support their work to help build strong and flourishing communities. To apply for a Community Action Grant go to http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/cag
Big Lottery Fund East Midlands - Funding Sessions for carers or carers’ organisations 

Monday 5 March at Voluntary Action Leicestershire - 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Tuesday 6 March at Chesterfield Fairplay - 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
The events will examine the funding available from the Big Lottery as well as offering some top tips to make applications stronger.  Projects they may fund include support and mentoring services or improved health and wellbeing.  The closing date for booking is 24 February. For more information or to book a place call Sue Barsby on 0115 872 2963 or visit http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/eastmidlands.  

Walking for Well-being Course   Wednesday 22 February  9:15 am to 4:00 pm
Derbyshire Mind are holding this Volunteer Walk Leader Training Course.  Learn how to: plan and lead a health walk confidently and safely; identify roles and responsibilities of a leader; motivate walkers; and volunteer for a walk scheme.  For more information and to book a place email caron.kirkham@derbyshiremind.org.uk or tel 01332 345966

Listening Skills Week at St John’s Nottingham   Mon 26 - Fri 30 March 2012

Led by Michael Grandey who is an ordained priest in the Church of England, having previously been a medical doctor. Cost for week: £280 (includes meals and overnight accommodation).  To book contact David Hilton 0115 968 3224 or conferences@stjohns-nottm.ac.uk or follow this link: http://stjohns-nottm.ac.uk/listening-skills-2/  

Human Rights and Equality    Thursday 22 March  10:00am – 16:00pm  Derby Conference Centre
Organised by the Regional Equality &Diversity Partnership to empower the Voluntary Community Sector. Key Note Speaker, Director of Liberty Shami Chakrabarti.  Understanding the Human Rights Act and how it works – including who it does and doesn’t protect and what values it contains. Find out about how Human Rights and Equality can work together to be a powerful tool to fight injustice and discrimination.  For more information or to book please contact Sophie Mason on info@redp.org.uk; tel: 0116 285 9440.

Future of youth activities in Derbyshire - stakeholder consultation events
Derbyshire County Council are holding a series of evening events around the county as part of their consultation about proposed changes to youth activities. The consultation events run until 29 February. The online consultation questionnaire closes on 18 March.  The Council’s Improvement and Scrutiny Committee is also holding a daytime public meeting to listen to views about the proposals. The meeting is on Saturday 18 February starting at 10am at County Hall, Matlock. To book a place please email scrutiny@derbyshire.gov.uk. Please note that booking is essential for all these events. Visit their website to find out more about the proposals, fill in an online questionnaire and book a place at one of the stakeholder events:- www.derbyshire.gov.uk/youthservice2012

The Urban Church & Social Action Conference is on Friday 16 March 
At Christ Church, Fenton in Stoke-on-Trent. Organised in conjunction with Archbishops Council Cathedrals and Church Buildings Division Open Churches Conferences programme.  The conference will be chaired by the Bishop of Stafford with various speakers. There will be practical workshops on opening your church to other users, metal theft and security, effective church projects and maintaining and sustaining churches. http://www.churchcare.co.uk/pdf_view.php?id=288 

Healing on the Street (HOTS) Training Conference  Friday 2 March, 7:30am to 9:30pm and Saturday 3 March, 9:00am to 15:00pm  With Mark Marx of Causeway Coast Vineyard. 
Open to anyone who wants to learn more about healing prayer. Both sessions are required attendance and are held at Derby City Church, with the Saturday afternoon putting all the learning into practice at The Spot!  Booking essential at http://bit.ly/DerbyHOTS.  For any other questions please email healing@derbycitymission.org.uk 

Big Response Conference with Malcolm Duncan on Tues 28 February   9.30am - 4.00pm
For those interested in Christian Community Mission and Ministry.  At New Life Christian Centre.  £9 (including lunch).  Book at http://bit.ly/BigResponse4 
Poverty, Isolation and Justice   Sat 17 March   King’s House, Bedford  £10 including lunch
One day Besom conference designed to help those who wish to see every member of their church choosing to be involved with the poor and excluded in their local community. Download a brochure at http://thebesominyork.co.uk/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=45&Itemid=54. For more information, or to book, tel 07936 703574 or email besom-conference2012@btconnect.com.

The Eye of the Needle - Biblical Clues to a New Economy   24 March  10.00am—4.00pm 
Cost: £30  (lunch included). A day conference to explore the distinctive contribution of the Christian faith to the shaping of a new, post financial crisis, economic order.  This conference is for anyone who has an interest in the links between faith and economics.  Speakers: Professor Ulrich Duchrow of Kairos Europa and professor of Systematic Theology at the University of Heidelberg and Dr Molly Scott Cato, Director of the Cardiff Institute for Co-operative Studies and author of “Green Economics”.  Conference Facilitator:  Simon Barrow Co-director of Ekklesia. Venue: The Vassall Centre, Gill Avenue, Bristol, BS16 2QQ.  To book go to ccisr.org.uk/eyeoftheneedle  or tel: 0117 955 7430.

Voluntary Community Sector groups are now able to join a credit union 

Under changes made to the Credit Unions Act 1979. Previously, only individuals were able to be members and use the financial services they provide. http://www.oneeastmidlands.org.uk/news.php?readmore=1796 
Church Urban Fund 

Have produced a Lent course and loads of other materials on the theme of Poverty in England. http://www.cuf.org.uk/resources-churches?dm_i=5DF,NIBF,1Z4EOF,1WERP,1
Resourcing Christian Community Action: Parishes and Partnerships

Mission and Public Affairs Division of the Church of England commissioned a study arising out of a debate in General Synod in November 2010.  Its purpose was “to act as a catalyst in bringing together current best practice in Christian care in local communities with the resources and knowledge base needed to multiply those good works across the country”.  This study has now been completed and the material is available on-line at: www.how2help.net.  
Age UK Petition for Care Reform 

Age UK are calling on the Government to reform the care system to ensure people in later life receive high quality care and support.  They have set up an online petition and want to collect 100,000 signatures - you can add your name to the petition http://registrations.ageuk.org.uk/ea-action/action
?ea.client.id=31&ea.campaign.id=13145&utm_source=Reach+Out+26a&utm_campaign=Reach+
Out&utm_medium=email or find out more on http://www.ageuk.org.uk/.   The Government has promised a White Paper on care reform in the Spring. 
Village Halls and Community Buildings News and Information Newsletter
See http://www.avcvs.org/bulletin/VHnews.pdf.
Mothering Sunday 18 March 

Is a great opportunity to show appreciation and celebrate all those who act as mums in your community. This year Tearfund is offering a way to support mothers around the world living in poverty. You can order a resource pack and find out how you can empower mums to break the cycle of poverty in the communities where they live. http://www.tearfund.org/?dm_i=3MG,OV2Y,7H5L8,207Z4,1
Keeping the faith

http://www.livability.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Keeping-the-faith.pdf?dm_i=3MG,OV2Y,7H5L8,208JC,1   is a publication designed to help Christian projects explore what having a Christian ethos means to you and how you can best communicate – in word and deed – your Christian distinctiveness. 
Writing a fundraising strategy produced by Funding Centre
Covers all aspects of fundraising from what funding is needed, where funds will come from and who needs to do what to make it happen. http://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/page.aspx?sp=6313&dm
_i=3MG,OV2Y,7H5L8,20845,1 . They also produce Introducing funding and finance http://www.funding
central.org.uk/Page.aspx?SD=1478 and A Guide to sustainable funding for trustees http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/sites/default/files/Sustainable_Funding_for_Trustees.pdf?dm_i=3MG,OV2Y,7H5L8,208JE,1 . 
Homeless Outcomes
If you are involved in homelessness work, it’s important to be able to demonstrate the difference you are making in the lives of those you are working with.  This one-stop resource helps you to measure and review your outcomes, http://www.homelessoutcomes.org.uk/default.aspx?dm_i=3MG,OV2Y,7H5L8,208JG,1 
Defra announced the Rural and Farming Networks earlier in January. 
There are 14 covering the whole of England apart from the North West. More details at: http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2012/01/04/rural-and-farming-networks/ Map of the boundaries at: http://archive.defra.gov.uk/rural/documents/policy/rfng-map.pdf 

The Review of Rural Social Enterprise in England is the first systematic review of the many various forms of community led social enterprise across rural England and the impact they have on rural communities. The report was commissioned by the Rural Communities Policy Unit within Defra and was supported by the Office for Civil Society within the Cabinet Office. The report can be downloaded from 

http://www.plunkett.co.uk/newsandmedia/news-item.cfm/newsid/595 
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Joining In


As I write we are approaching Lent, an opportunity for self-examination before God and for exercising self-discipline.  Many people will give up chocolate or alcohol, perhaps taking up a Lent course or other Bible-based discipline.  (One of the best I have come across is to read completely through the New Testament in forty days.)  But I’d like to offer something more radical: perhaps we could consider giving up “being independent” and take up “being a participant”.  As the Gospel of Mark says in chapter 10, verse 45: “Even the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  


The church often feels the need to initiate and run activities.  But as communities of Christians, we can serve by our prayer and presence; having significant influence on what happens and how.  There will be two unique occasions this summer in which the church’s participation and prayer will be especially welcome: these are the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations and the London Olympic and Paralympic Games.





The Big Jubilee Lunch (Diamond Jubilee bank holidays – Sat 2nd to Tues 5th June)


Quite simply the aim is for as many people to sit down and have lunch with their neighbours over this holiday as possible. The venue can be wherever you want and the theme whatever you fancy.  And as with the church - food and people are the key ingredients! 





One church is hosting a “Big Jubilee Tea” in the church hall for people in local residential homes who want to go out for the afternoon.  Meanwhile others aim to join in with local street parties and celebrations.  In the City of Derby one Big Lunch is being planned by a partnership of Christians, members of other faith groups, Arboretum Management, City Council and Derby University representatives.  There will be food, activities, dance, and creative art. 





The Big Lunch team are available to help with planning. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.thebiglunch.com/join-in/jubilee-2012.php" ��www.thebiglunch.com/join-in/jubilee-2012.php�  or contact them via � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@thebiglunch.com" ��info@thebiglunch.com� or call 0845 850 8181.





The Olympic and Paralympic Games


(Olympics: 27 July - 12 August 2012; Paralympics: 29 August - 9 September 2012)


Whatever the size, location or make up of your church, the More Than Gold group has lots of ideas for mission, outreach, hospitality and service. The Olympic Torch will travel through Derbyshire and there are already a number of churches involved with prayer along the route of the torch.  The torch is due to be received in a Derbyshire village where plans are afoot to provide cream teas, entertainment from the local schools and a “Songs of praise” event.  Whilst the church is not responsible for the event, people from local churches are contributing to what will be a significant and hugely enjoyable occasion. 


See � HYPERLINK "http://www.morethangold.org.uk" ��www.morethangold.org.uk�  Tel: 0845 475 2012     email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@morethangold.org.uk" �info@morethangold.org.uk�





Each church is invited to let us at Church House know who will be the link with their community Diamond Jubilee and Olympic activities.  So far we have heard some fantastic ideas, including those mentioned above.  Please continue to pray about how to contribute to your local celebrations and let us know how the discipline of letting go of independence and participating with an attitude of prayer and service makes a positive difference.





Rev Lakshmi Jeffreys, Mission Officer, Mission & Ministry Team


� HYPERLINK "mailto:lakshmi.jeffreys@derby.anglican.org" ��lakshmi.jeffreys@derby.anglican.org�   Tel: 01332 388687
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USEFUL WEBSITES





This newsletter is produced by Faith In Action, part of the Derby Diocesan Mission and Ministry Team.  If you would like your name on the mailing list, either electronically or by post, please contact the secretary, Rita Brierley.  There is no charge.  Tel: 01332 388684;  fax: 01332 292969; email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:faithinaction@derby.anglican.org" ��faithinaction@derby.anglican.org�; by post: Derby Church House, Full Street, Derby, DE1 3DR.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.faithinderbyshire.org" ��www.faithinderbyshire.org�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.derby.anglican.org" ��www.derby.anglican.org�.   





Community Action Officers:  Joy Bates and Stella Collishaw








TRAINING





EVENTS





RESOURCES





CONFERENCES





Thank you to our sources:


Derby City and Neighbourhood Partnerships, Regional Equality and Diversity Partnerships, Community Action Derby, Derbyshire County Council, Erewash CVS, Archbishop’s Council, Cathedrals and Church Buildings Division, St John’s College, Derby City Mission, Amber Valley CVS, Community Mission, Alistair Langton, Kerrie Fletcher, South Derbyshire CVS, Jess Hodgson, Derek Markie, Roy Crowne, Ann Wright, David Maggs. 








FUNDING





Street Pastors Recruiting Now


Applications for Street Pastors must be completed by 26 February at the latest: � HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/DerbySP2012" ��http://bit.ly/DerbySP2012�
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