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East Midlands Airport Community Fund

The Community Fund is open to community groups within a defined ‘area of benefit’ which covers some parts of South Derbyshire (including Swadlincote, Hartshorne, Melbourne, Willington, Hilton, Hatton and Etwall – there is a map on the website and in the fund brochure). It awards grants to support eligible projects that have a community and/or environmental benefit that is long lasting.  Maximum grant is £2,000. Grants will not be given for salaries, recurrent expenditure or running costs, or for the purchase of land or buildings.  Deadline for the next round of applications is: 2nd December 2011.  Visit: http://www.eastmidlandsairport.com/emaweb.nsf/Content/CommunityFund; tel: 01332 818414 or email: community@eastmidlandsairport.com
NHS Derby City and NHS Derbyshire County are seeking applications for grants from the Voluntary Sector Development Fund for amounts up to £5,000.  Due to the current economic climate many organisations are finding it hard to find funding to allow them to redesign and/or develop new services.  This is an opportunity for you to apply for non-recurrent funding for amounts up to £5,000.

Applications should be received no later than 30 December 2011.  For further details and an application form please contact: For General (non Mental Health): Amanda Bradley, Commissioning Officer, NHS Derbyshire County email : Amanda.bradley@derbyshirecountypct.nhs.uk
For Mental Health: Georgina Horobin, Commissioning Manager, Mental Health, NHS Derbyshire County email: Georgina.Horobin@derbyshirecountypct.nhs
Community Action Derby Funding Fair    Thursday 12 January 2012  from 10.00am – 1.00pm  
No 4 Charnwood Street, Derby (no booking required).  Go for support and advice with your funding queries.  Funders booked so far include Lloyds TSB Foundation, Santander , Biffaward , Big Lottery, Derbyshire Community Foundation, The Key Fund, The Co-operative, Sported, Social Enterprise Loan Fund, Charity Bank and Business in the Community.  For more information contact Liz Gumbley , tel 01332 227738 or email liz.gumbley@communityactionderby.org.uk
Funding Consultation 

Derby City Council is consulting on future long-term funding for a number of local voluntary sector organisations.  Before making a final decision the Council wants to gather the views of the organisations, the service users, public, local agencies and organisations that work with the voluntary organisations affected.  The consultation period will end on 30 December 2011.  The outcome of the consultation will be reported to Cabinet on the 21 February 2012 where a decision will be made on the future funding for these organisations.  To take part in the consultation and for a list of affected groups and an online questionnaire visit http://www.derby.gov.uk/yourcityyoursay/ConsultationDetail.aspx?
ConsultationID=ce6cf91c-a0b1-4d7f-8829-4c48e356b495 

Sport Action Grants

Derbyshire County Council has launched a new fund 'Sport Action Grants'.  Sports Clubs and organisations delivering sport and/or physical activity can apply for a grant of up to £1,000. The fund is aimed at 'not for profit' organisations, increasing the opportunity for people to take part in sport/physical activity within Derbyshire. There will be 3 rounds over the next 12 months, with approximately £50,000 available per round.  The first round will close 9 December 2011.  For more information and an application form visit: www.derbyshire.gov.uk/sportsactiongrant  The contact for this project for Derbyshire Sport is Hayley Lever, email: hayley@communitysportstrust.co.uk.
Health and Social Care Development Fund 

This fund is now open for applications but please note the closing date is 5 December. 
The maximum that can be requested is £3,000.00 for:  Equipment, repairs, refurbishment or alterations to buildings that promote equality or improve services or Health and Safety; 

Short term training courses (under one year) that support the health and social care outcomes listed in section one of the guidance. Training could be aimed at empowering service users or carers by developing their skills, knowledge and capabilities or raising the skill levels of staff or volunteers; 

Short term pilot projects (under one year) or research, aimed at testing out innovative approaches or new ideas for delivering health and social care outcomes, or identifying unmet needs. 

Targeted promotional work, for example, to improve equality of access for under-represented groups, or to recruit volunteers from under-represented groups; 

Start-up costs for new health and social care groups, which aim to meet an identified need.

The application form, guidance notes, terms and conditions and evaluation form can be downloaded from http://www.communityactionderby.org.uk/news/health-and-social-care-development-fund .  If you need a paper copy of any of the documents email kath.cawdell@communityactionderby.org.uk or tel 01332 227733.

Big Lottery Millennium Fund - TV Series

The Big Lottery Fund is inviting organisations to apply for a share of £10m that will be spent on five projects over a two-year period.  The five projects will receive between £1.5m and £2m and be filmed for a Channel 4 television series.  The funding will support one programme in each of the five problem areas: Helping disadvantaged families to live healthy lives; Helping different generations share their skills; Encouraging communities to volunteer to address environmental issues;

Bringing communities together to tackle local issues; and Helping disadvantaged young people to learn new career-based skills. For more information email mnow@biglotteryfund.org.uk, tel 08454 102030 or visit http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_millennium_now 

Ironmongers’ Company
Charities that work with disadvantaged children and young people in the UK under the age of 25 can apply to the Ironmongers’ Company for a grant of up to £10,000. The average grant awarded is £4,000 and particular focus is given to projects that enable children in primary school to develop a strong foundation for the future. Examples include projects that teach parenting or life skills, address behavioural problems or promote citizenship. The next application deadline is 31 January. Read the guidelines http://www.ironmongers.org/charity_organisations.htm?dm_i=3MG,LGV5,7H5L8,1QOTM,1,  or contact Ironmongers’ Hall by phoning 020 7776 2311.

Garfield Weston Foundation 

Makes grants to UK charities, including churches, and its focus is education, arts, health, welfare and the environment. It funds diverse work by churches and does not have a funding limit for applications. There is no application deadline and grants are made for one year. Grants are between £3,000 and £20,000. See http://www.garfieldweston.org/?dm_i=3MG,LGV5,7H5L8,1QOTO,1 

Midlands Centre for Youth Ministry      Mental Health: Guidance and strategies for supporting children and young people with mental health issues. Wed 14 Dec 10am – 4pm
What makes us mentally healthy? What makes it difficult to maintain or improve mental health? Issues surrounding mental health in children/ young people. Strategies for children/ youth workers to support those struggling with the issue. Guidance for workers on how to build supportive peer networks
Alison Hogger is a former Mental Health Nurse also trained in Dialectical Behaviour Therapy, a Therapy which addresses self- harm. She currently runs ‘Keeping Health in Mind’, a Christian mental health project.  Cost: £15 including lunch. Booking contact: Gill Benson, MCYM, St John’s College, Nottingham, tel: 0115 9683222, e: mcym@stjohns-nottm.ac.uk
Free Alcohol Awareness Training   Thursday 24 November

Derbyshire Alcohol Advice Service has been commissioned by the Derbyshire Drug and Alcohol Team and Primary Care Trust to provide free Alcohol Awareness and Brief Interventions Training for front line workers who work within the county of Derbyshire.  At Long Eaton Town Hall, Derby Road, Long Eaton, Derbyshire NG10 1HU.  Who will benefit from this training? All professionals and practitioners working with clients/service users who may use alcohol problematically.  How to book: To book a place use this link to the DAAS website:  http://www.alcoholadvice.webeden.co.uk/#/training/4535987016 or contact a member of the Training Team at the Chesterfield office on 0845 308 4010.  
Living With Children/Living With Teenagers Parenting Skills Course programme and Training Opportunities Jan – Mar 2012
Do you work with Children and Families? If so, you may be interested in attending one of the taster days? Or would you be interested in training to become a facilitator and deliver courses to parents/carers in your locality as part of our co-ordinated service? 

Living with Teenagers Taster Day:  Tuesday 6th March @ Pinxton Village Hall or Tuesday 20th March (Belper area – venue TBC)
Living With Teenagers (8-week courses for parents with children aged 9-15 years)

· Dronfield Children’s Centre: Thursday 19th January (5.00-7.30pm)

· Shirebrook Children’s Centre: Wednesday 25th January (12.30-3.00pm)

· Hasland Support Centre: Wednesday 1st February (5.30-8.00)

· New Mills Children’s Centre: Wednesday 25th January (6.00-8.30pm)
Living With Children (6-week courses for parents with children aged 0-8 years)

· Matlock Children’s Centre: Thursday 19th January (9.30-11.30am)

· Bolsover Bainbridge Hall: Monday 30th January (12.45-2.45pm)

· Long Eaton Family Support Centre: Tuesday 21st February (12.45-2.45pm)

· Somercotes Parish Hall: Wednesday 22nd February (12.45-2.45pm)

If you are interested in attending a course or in referring a client, or if you simply require more information, please contact the LWC/T Team on 01246 514977 or 514978, Email: Livingwithchildren@derbyshirecountypct.nhs.uk  or visit: http://www.dchs.nhs.uk/your_health_useful_info/living_with_children_andor_teenagers
2012 dates for Engaging vulnerable young people: what works?

Course developed in response to recommendations from various case reviews and is based on the experiences of colleagues in Safe and Sound Derby and other expert practitioners from around the UK.
Half-day training course and will run twice on each date, in the mornings and afternoons.

· Liverpool – Wed 25 January 

· Manchester – 29th February 

· Nottingham – 7th March 

· Leeds - 15th March 

The price per delegate is £99+VAT including refreshments on arrival and break time.  To book your place, please click on the link: www.justwhistle.org.uk/events.php. 

Free Suicide Awareness training     Thursday 1 December 2011    9.00am– 12.45pm
Suicide is a problem for society as a whole. To increase awareness - and to help remove the stigma which can be a barrier for those in need of help - this half-day training seminar should be of interest.

The training is open to everyone; the general public as well as those whose work is more likely to bring them into contact with people at greater risk of suicide and self harm. Derby City venue to be confirmed. To book e-mail: s.lovell@ruralactionderbyshire.org.uk or tel: 01629 821921
Workshop: Introduction to Renewable Energy for Your Home Thurs 2 February, 6pm-9pm

The Carriage Shop, Derby College.  Free to anyone living in Nottinghamshire or Derbyshire. Book by emailing: caroline.harmon@mea.org.uk. Organised by Marches Energy Agency. Funded by the Local Authorities Energy Partnership.  A chance to find out about more about: The different renewable technologies available for domestic buildings; How they work and which buildings they are suitable for; The costs and benefits (both environmental and financial) involved; Different funding options available.
Inside Out
A brand new six-session course produced by Evangelical Alliance, Livability and Tearfund designed to help transform your church and equip you to love your community. It consists of a DVD and free materials. http://www.communitymission.org.uk/insideout/default.aspx The first five people who email helen.taylor@tearfund.org offering to be Inside Out 'guinea pigs' will get a copy of the DVD free. This involves being committed to testing the resource, feeding back on the website and running the course early in 2012.  

Developing Adult Mental Health Services A High Peak Consultation Event Wed 7 December 2011 9am to 1pm. The events aim is to engage stakeholders in mental health service provision in developing NHS commissioned mental health services across High Peak.  This invitation to participate is being offered to: High Peak Mental Health Teams / Service Providers delivering Mental Health services in High Peak / service user groups / Carer groups.  Now is the chance to get involved and help shape just what kind of mental healthcare services are available in the High Peak over the coming years. For any query or to confirm attendance email the event administrator; Catherine.McMenamin@derbycitypct.nhs.uk 

Places are limited and organisations are requested to only send one representative.
Developing and Growing voluntary youth activities across Derbyshire 

Wednesday 23 November, 5.30pm – 8.00pm at County Hall, Matlock.  The event will begin with a free buffet. It will be your chance to discuss your needs around support for you, your organisation and other colleagues and volunteers and share experiences with other voluntary youth activities organisations. 

Councillor Barry Lewis and Bish Sharief will talk through some of the proposals the local authority has around youth activities in Derbyshire with the VCI sector.  Jarina Choudhury from National council for voluntary youth services will talk about what support they can give to Derbyshire groups.
Contact e-mail: claire.cooper@derbyshire.gov.uk 

DUWC AGM and Big Social  Friday 25 November
Derbyshire Unemployed Workers Centre will be holding both its AGM and its Big Social (a night of music and comedy) at the Winding Wheel in Chesterfield. For more details or to get tickets tel: 01246 231441.
The South Asian Day Conference   Monday 26 November
abower@globalconnections.co.ukWill take place at All Nations Christian Centre in Wolverhampton. Organised by South Asian Concern, the day is designed to equip those working with Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and Buddhists. The event will focus on confidence, good practice and relevant resources. For more information email Ann Bower  or phone 01926 487755.

God of the Poor  Tues-Wed 28-29 February 2012
New Wine conference for those ministering in urban priority areas (inner city and estates). Taking place at Hothorpe Hall from 28-29 February 2012, the conference will be led by those experienced in this ministry, and will feature talks, practical seminars, worship and ministry. Book and pay before 6 December for £105. http://www.new-wine.org/events/upa-forum.  For more information email info@new-wine.org or tel 0845 437 8656.
Invitation on behalf of the Chief Constable and the Chair of Derbyshire Police Authority
You are invited to attend one of the Derbyshire Police Authority and Derbyshire Constabulary Public Engagement events being held across the county during November.  Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided so please let them know if you are intending to come along by calling 01773 733771 or e-mailing police.authority@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk stating which venue you plan to attend. Please extend this invitation to friends or colleagues who would be interested in policing in Derbyshire. 
Mon 21 Nov - The Railway Hotel, 22 Bridge Street, Buxton, SK17 6BS
Tues 22 Nov - Bakewell Agricultural Business Centre, Agricultural Way, Bakewell, DE451HA
Mon 28 Nov - Belper Football Club, Christchurch Meadow, Bridge Street, Belper, DE56 1BA  
Tues 29 Nov - Dronfield Civic Centre, Dronfield, S18 1PD
These events will take place from 7 – 9 p.m. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available from 6.30 p.m.


Church Urban Fund’s Greening your Church Community Project
When survival and basic sustainability are the focus, it can be hard to worry about your carbon footprint. 

Greening your Church reminds us that it is not only our duty but can save money as well as the environment. As well as energy-saving tips and offers, the paper lists a number of green project ideas that could become social enterprises, like furniture/clothes and bicycle recycling projects.  http://www.cuf.org.uk/act/resources-projects/greening-your-project?dm_i=3MG,K4VX,7H5L8,1N308,1 
Rural older people: Over the Hill? 
A range of best practice case studies.  DVD clips of 8 projects including Waltham House in Wirksworth and Derbyshire Housing options. See: www.ruralmedia.co.uk/over-the-hill-question/ tel: 01432 344039 
Social Responsibility Network Conference: A Good Society? 

Talks from this event held in Bristol last month are available to listen to for free at:- http://www.srnet.org.uk/Bristol2011-recordings.html with the exception of Ann Morisy’s talk. Ann gave a lively talk around themes from her latest publication ’Borrowing against the Future. A faith-based approach to intergenerational equity.’  Three people within Glasgow Presbytery have launched an e-petition - http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/16382 - asking the Government to change the term "Income Tax" to "Social Investment Payment".  See the argument in the petition.  

Resourcing and training for rural churches 

The Arthur Rank Centre has published this second major report as part of the Rural Life and Faith Project. Based on comprehensive online surveying and detailed field research, it examines the key perceptions of rural churches, their leaders and members, and training and resource providers about being equipped for mission and ministry. Five elements are specifically considered, and a number of key conclusions are drawn that have major implications for the way that rural churches and rural church practitioners are enabled and equipped.  Download the key findings, summary and full report at:

http://www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk/mission-and-ministry/improving-training-and-resources/item/6416-resourcing-and-training-for-the-rural-church 

Lead Theft Petition

Pressure is being put on the Govt to stop Scrap Metal Merchants being able to pay for lead by cash. If all payments had to be made to a registered bank account, it would make life much more complicated and difficult for the thieves.  Sign an e-petition to HM Govt at the link below: http://submissions.epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/406
DCLG have produced an introductory guide to Neighbourhood Planning – a requirement under the proposals of the Localism Bill and draft National Planning Policy Framework. NPs are supposed to give communities the say in housing, other new developments etc. Download at: http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/introductionneighbourplanning 

Supermarket ombudsman’s powers

Government ministers have vetoed recommendations from two Parliamentary committees that the proposed supermarket adjudicator should be able to impose fines on retailers who impose unacceptable demands on farmers. The government argues that the threat of investigation and the resulting public exposure would be a sufficient deterrent. The new watchdog is expected to be operational from 2014.

Latest newsletter from the Arthur Rank Centre 
www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk/about-arc/support-arc/item/8684-arc-newsletter/update
Inquiry launched poor outcomes for people with schizophrenia 
An inquiry into why outcomes for people with schizophrenia remain so poor has been launched today, 100 years after the illness was identified.  Charity Rethink Mental Illness has launched an independent commission on schizophrenia http://www.schizophreniacommission.org.uk/about-the-schizophrenia-commission/ to examine why people with the condition are not receiving the support they need and die, on average, 20 years younger than other people. Evidence gathering phase is open to April 2012.
Key findings and recommendations will be published in July 2012.
Derbyshire Mind Advocacy Service 

Derbyshire Mind now offer a mental health advocacy service, working with clients in the community and informal patients in hospital. This is for anyone in Derby city, Amber Valley or Erewash, who is using or trying to use mental health services.  This is a FREE confidential, independent service.  A generic advocate will listen to you on a one-to-one basis and respect and represent your views.  An advocate can assist people to access mental health services or support them in issues relating to mental health care and treatment.  If you think any of your service users would benefit from this service email advocacy@derbyshiremind.org.uk  or tel 01332 623732.

Community Climate Action Enewsletter

Email ccan@mea.org.uk to subscribe to future editions (include the title ‘subscribe’ and your name, email address and the name of any climate change community group they belong to). 
An Excellent New Resource for Derbyshire Charities
Community groups can now benefit from a fantastic free resource operating in the area covered by Derbyshire voluntary groups.  Giving World Online links people on need with businesses who have an unwanted surplus and is now expanding its operations to Derbyshire. Giving World Online offer free essential goods which have been donated such as toiletries, baby clothes, cleaning materials, toys, educational materials, computers, outdoor wear, furniture, electrical, bedding, and books.
To obtain these essential goods, all a charity has to do is to register on their website and the rest is easy. There is no hidden catch, the only costs which may be incurred is for the transportation of the goods.  The charity, based in Leicester, recently received a Big Lottery grant to develop and advance Giving World Online across the nine English regions.  http://www.givingworldonline.com/ 
Derbyshire police launches a new telephone number 

Which will make it easier for people get in touch with the force about issues that do not need an emergency response.  People will be able to contact Derbyshire Constabulary by dialling 101, which replaces the former 0345 123 3333 non-emergency number. 

It is part of a national drive to make it easier for people to contact police to report crime and disorder, with all forces using the number by the end of this year.  

While 999 is a well recognised number to report emergencies, the 2010 British Crime Survey found that only 54 per cent of the public know how to contact their local police if they want to talk to them about local policing issues, crime or anti-social behaviour. 

It is hoped that 101 will reduce the number of inappropriate 999 calls, allowing the force to respond to emergencies more effectively. 
By calling 101, you will be able to speak to the police force control room of your local police service. Calls from landlines and mobile networks cost 15 pence per call, no matter what time of day you call or how long you are on the phone.  

You should use 101 to report crime and other concerns that do not require an emergency response. For example:  

− if your car has been stolen;  

− if your property has been damaged;  

− where you suspect drug use or dealing;  

− if you want to report a minor traffic collision 

− if you want to give the police information about crime in your area 

− if you want to speak to your local officers; or 

− general enquiries, like how to join the Special Constabulary or how to join Neighbourhood Watch.

 The 0345 123 3333 number will remain as a way for people to contact Derbyshire Constabulary from overseas and deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired callers can access the service via textphone on 18001 101. 

New, free online legal advice service for charities launched by LawWorks 

LawWorks, the national charity set up to assist individuals and communities access free legal assistance when they are unable to access or afford a solicitor, has launched a new online system that provides free answers to brief legal queries submitted by not-for-profit organisations.  With on-going cuts hitting the voluntary sector from all sides, LawWorks hopes this new initiative will ease some of the burden on not-for-profits, for whom legal guidance can be a unaffordable cost. Those interested can register to use the system at: www.lawworksiea.org.uk, where more information is also available. 

New Advent and Christmas resources
Our new Advent and Christmas resources for churches are available to download or order now at http://www.cuf.org.uk/resources-churches?dm_i=5DF,LEHY,POEK4,1QHX7,1.  In addition to reflections and prayers linked to the lectionary readings for each week of Advent, the also have material ideal for all-age services. You can also help to raise funds for Church Urban Fund using their carol singing resources http://www.cuf.org.uk/resources-churches/carol-singing?dm_i=5DF,LEHY,POEK4,1QHX7,1. 
However you dress it up, Christmas starts with Christ 
Annual advertising campaign aimed at helping the Church to promote the true meaning of Christmas, http://www.christmasstarts.com/?utm_source=http%3a%2f%2femail.premierchristianmedia.co.uk%2fpremierradiolz%2f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CSWC+1+Multi&utm_term=Do+you+want+to+reach+the+lost+this+Christmas&utm_content=84242&gator_td=mpB1Ihf8XXVQ6uTDkqSAvJ&dm_i=3MG,LGV5,7H5L8,1QQ31,1 . 
Acts 435 - an innovative way to help people in need - http://www.acts435.org.uk/ 
Acts 435 is an online giving charity that forms an innovative resource for churches across the country. Churches can post requests for help on the website where donors give online, ensuring rapid and effective support for those who need it. 


CASW / Roofstops are hoping to run a night shelter in Chesterfield
Offers of volunteers to staff the facility- evenings and mornings and most especially to overnights are sought. Although two or three venues are being intensively explored, more back-up offers would be very welcome.  Contact Paul King email: jpking@uwclub.net or Angela Webster email:amswebster@hotmail.co.uk 
Chesterfield Street Pastors: P-T Administrative Coordinator

1.5 days (or 11 hours) employment per week, remuneration will be on an annual scale of £14,000 p.a. (pro rata). For more details contact Paul King, 10 Rossendale Close, Walton, Chesterfield S40 3EL, (tel: 01246 270936, email: jpking@uwclub.net  Deadline 15 December 2011.

Street Pastors

As we are heading towards the completion of our third year of operations, we have found that the number of volunteers has dropped and consequently we are struggling to put out the ideal teams of one team of four on a Friday night and two teams of three on a Saturday.  We will be recruiting again in the new year.  In preparation for the recruitment, there is an offer to visit any church with interested Christians with a recruitment presentation.  I would be grateful if you would consider advertising this offer and come back to me should there be any interest.  A suitable evening could then be arranged.  Email John Jameson: jameson.john1@gmail.com 

Christmas Lunch on Jesus – Serve the City

This Christmas Serve the City Derby will be providing Christmas boxes containing everything needed for an enjoyable Christmas lunch.  We will be distributing them to families and individuals on low income who would otherwise struggle to afford a Christmas meal. Each box will also contain a booklet about the meaning of Christmas and an invite to Christmas services.

WE NEED YOUR HELP! Please consider sponsoring a box at £25 (or part sponsorship also welcome) Make cheques payable to St Peter’s City Centre Church (please write Serve the City on the back) and send to Serve the City, c/o St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s Churchyard, Derby, DE1 1NN. Volunteers are also needed to help pack and deliver boxes all day on Thursday 22 and Friday 23 December. For more information please contact Lesley Kitson, Serve the City Project Administrator on 01332 360790, email lesley@servethecityderby.org.uk or check out the website: www.servethecityderby.org.uk  You can also donate or volunteer online.

Anyone interested in volunteering on New Year’s Eve

New Life, Normanton Road, Derby, DE23 6UU. will be serving a soup supper to anyone in need of some warmth and food on Saturday 31 December at 8.30 pm.  Guests will be allowed in at 8.30 pm until 10 pm.  If you or anyone else you know may be able to spare a few hours to help please contact Sonia Robinson at sonia.robinson@newlifederby.org.uk  or tel: 01332 349056
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I wish it could be Christmas everyday?





‘What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations?’  Tinselitis





On a recent radio programme it was suggested that the reason that jokes in Christmas crackers are so bad, is that it enables everyone around the table to groan in unison and so create a feeling of togetherness or commonality. I’m sure that most of us will have joined in with this at some time, but what else is there about Christmas which we share in common?





First thoughts might be – shopping, cooking or busyness, all of which may be true, but there is something else which becomes more obvious during this season.


A sense that at this time of year we should think of others beyond our immediate family becomes more important in some people’s minds. Thoughts also turn to donating gifts to projects which support families locally and far away so that children, in particular, will have something special on Christmas Day. Other projects want to show care to individuals, or families, who are struggling financially by providing them with food, so that they will not be excluded from celebrating Christmas by sharing a special meal.


We remember the plight of homeless people and charities, such as Shelter, make a special appeal so that they can respond quickly. All of these things are good. 





At Christmas more people appear to become aware of their common humanity and want to express care and share what they have. There is something about this season which triggers or reawakens awareness of others and the desire to do something. When we fear that individualism, consumerism, anxiety or financial pressure is at the heart of our society, that this still happens is to be celebrated and valued. Of course, this is not limited to Christmas and for many his presence affects the way in which they live and think of others all year through.





The most wonderful thing which we have in common, whether it is fully recognised or not, is the birth of Jesus Christ.  Born for us all – God’s plan for us all. 


We may long for all to recognise Jesus, for the awareness of something bigger than individuals, and for the recognition of common humanity to be ever present and not just at Christmas time. This can be our long term hope but in the meantime, perhaps rather than being discouraged, we can take encouragement from the fact that many still have hearts which can be moved. For many there is something about Christmas which does this. What is it and how does the church reach this place in people’s hearts at other times?





The thought of ‘doing’ Christmas every day; the shopping, cooking, presents, not to mention the Brussels sprouts, would probably drive us mad! But the opening of hearts and sense of togetherness which people seem to strive after during Christmas time could make a positive difference to every day.





In C.S. Lewis’ ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’, Father Christmas appears as the witch’s hold on the land weakens, ‘I’ve come at last’, he says. ‘she has kept me out for a long time, but I have got in at last. Aslan is on the move.’ As Father Christmas departs he calls out, ‘Merry Christmas! Long live the true King!’.





Joy Bates  Community Action Officer











This newsletter is produced by Faith In Action, part of the Derby Diocesan Mission and Ministry Team.  If you would like your name on the mailing list, either electronically or by post, please contact the secretary, Rita Brierley.  Tel: 01332 388684;  fax: 01332 292969; email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:faithinaction@derby.anglican.org" ��faithinaction@derby.anglican.org�; by post: Derby Church House, Full Street, Derby, DE1 3DR.  www.faithinderbyshire.org; www. derby.anglican.org.    There is no charge. 
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