Creation Time

It’s easy this month to see and enjoy the abundance of God’s creation - garden plums and damsons picked, plenty of blackberries and apples too. While the food miles of our fruit bowls may have shrunk to nil, it might be a good time to look at other aspects of our food supply system. To help with this, the resources which Churches Together in Britain and Ireland has collected for Creation Time has ‘Our Daily Bread’ for its theme. There’s material on a range of issues including agriculture, commerce, sharing, trade-justice, animal welfare and diet. This isn’t only about ‘lifestyle’ but it’s all from the perspective of our dependence on God's generosity and our responsibilities to protect the natural world.
Over the next weeks The Energy Bill will progress through Parliament, with an amendment which will hopefully include the private rented housing sector into the provision of the Green Deal. This could set UK off on a big programme of improving the energy efficiency of our homes – a real necessity as a quarter of our emissions comes from them and we need to cut these massively to get an overall reduction nationally of 50% by 2025. Of course this won’t just mean saving energy, it’ll mean households saving money as well – and it will create jobs!

Autumn is also the period when our hopes go towards the international climate talks. This year they’re in Durban. All the UK Christian development agencies will be stressing the need for ‘Climate Justice’ which is action based on the concept that we in the rich industrialised countries owe a debt to the poorer nations due to the fossil fuels we used in our development. The coal which brought benefits to us is now bringing damage such as unpredictable rains and extreme weather due to the gases which all the fossil fuels put into the atmosphere. Some people from the County are planning to attend an event on October 1st in Manchester with the title ‘Bearing Witness’. We’ll hear personal stories from mission partners about how the difficulties of global heating are already affecting them. It is on their behalf we are called to act. Action such as the moves we make to lower carbon use in our communities and the related political campaigns we can participate in.  One of these campaigns is being run by The Co-operative Bank. It is asking MPs to sign Early Day Motion 799 calling for corporate reporting of carbon emissions. Perhaps this could be promoted in congregations during October’s National Ethical Investment week which is sponsored by the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility.

The Environment Group of Derby Diocese has been ecumenical for some time and is open to new members. If you are raising issues as a ‘Green Apostle’ in your Church through the Eco-congregation scheme or working locally to build a low-carbon future in initiatives such as ‘Transition’ groups it can be encouraging to get together with other Christians. Just let Rita Brierley (tel: 01332 388684) know you’d like to receive the meeting notes and come along when you can.

· Churches Together in Britain and Ireland – Creation Time http://www.ctbi.org.uk/542 

· ‘Bearing Witness’ event- http://www.tearfund.org/en/get_involved/campaign/climatechange/ccbearingwitness/  

· The ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility - National Ethical Investment Week http://www.eccr.org.uk/ 

· Early Day Motion on Corporate Reporting on Carbon Emissions http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/799  

· Eco-congregations http://ew.ecocongregation.org/   

· Transition Network http://www.transitionnetwork.org/ 

· UK site for September 15th live showing of ‘24 Hours of Reality’ which will focus the world's attention on the full truth, scope, scale and impact of the climate crisis. http://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/24-hours-reality-watch-it-live . 
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