I wish it could be Christmas everyday?
‘What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations?’  Tinselitis
On a recent radio programme it was suggested that the reason that jokes in Christmas crackers are so bad, is that it enables everyone around the table to groan in unison and so create a feeling of togetherness or commonality. I’m sure that most of us will have joined in with this at some time, but what else is there about Christmas which we share in common?

First thoughts might be – shopping, cooking or busyness, all of which may be true, but there is something else which becomes more obvious during this season.

A sense that at this time of year we should think of others beyond our immediate family becomes more important in some people’s minds. Thoughts also turn to donating gifts to projects which support families locally and far away so that children, in particular, will have something special on Christmas Day. Other projects want to show care to individuals, or families, who are struggling financially by providing them with food, so that they will not be excluded from celebrating Christmas by sharing a special meal.

We remember the plight of homeless people and charities, such as Shelter, make a special appeal so that they can respond quickly. All of these things are good. 

At Christmas more people appear to become aware of their common humanity and want to express care and share what they have. There is something about this season which triggers or reawakens awareness of others and the desire to do something. When we fear that individualism, consumerism, anxiety or financial pressure is at the heart of our society, that this still happens is to be celebrated and valued. Of course, this is not limited to Christmas and for many his presence affects the way in which they live and think of others all year through.

The most wonderful thing which we have in common, whether it is fully recognised or not, is the birth of Jesus Christ.  Born for us all – God’s plan for us all. 

We may long for all to recognise Jesus, for the awareness of something bigger than individuals, and for the recognition of common humanity to be ever present and not just at Christmas time. This can be our long term hope but in the meantime, perhaps rather than being discouraged, we can take encouragement from the fact that many still have hearts which can be moved. For many there is something about Christmas which does this. What is it and how does the church reach this place in people’s hearts at other times?

The thought of ‘doing’ Christmas every day; the shopping, cooking, presents, not to mention the Brussels sprouts, would probably drive us mad! But the opening of hearts and sense of togetherness which people seem to strive after during Christmas time could make a positive difference to every day.

In C.S. Lewis’ ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’, Father Christmas appears as the witch’s hold on the land weakens, ‘I’ve come at last’, he says. ‘she has kept me out for a long time, but I have got in at last. Aslan is on the move.’ As Father Christmas departs he calls out, ‘Merry Christmas! Long live the true King!’
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